Tafsir Ibn V 



m ** &i (j JA 4jfl uuj V ^U3 



Al-Uiikabut 

Revealed in Makkah 


In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most 
Merciful. 




29:1 Alif Lam Mim. 


u -fij tu J i d 

29:2 Do people think that they will be left alone 
because they say: "We believe," and will not be 
tested. 

I jjjii! yj &&& <> 0$ a J 

29:3 And We indeed tested those who were before 
them so that Allah will indeed know those who are 
true, and He will know those who are liars. 
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c-Hjj Ijjquuj J C' \\ jjjuJI (jjill ua 

29:4 Or think those who do evil deeds that they can 
outstrip! Us Evil is that which they judge! 


The Believers are teste d so that it may be known Who is| 
Sincere and Who is 


Allah says: 


0)f» 


Alif Lam Mim. 


In the beginning of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Baqarah, we 
discussed the letters which appear at the beginning of 
some Surahs. 


(Y) U Jjk j Hall jl jSj j! I jS'Jy J ^ISII 


Do people think that they will be left alone because they 
say: "We believe," and will not be tested. 

This is a rebuke in the form of a question, 
meaning that Allah will inevitably test His 
believing servants according to their level of faith, 
as it recorded in the authentic Hadith: 

4 'jK.tJii Lp.t3i js ;il ^isii 

<1 AjlX-aa ^ jjlS °(jll tfUjJ L_Laia. ( _ 5 3t 'Jkjll 

J 


The people most severely tested are the 
Prophets, then the righteous, then the next best 
and the next best. A man will be tested in 
accordance with the degree of his religious 
commitment; the stronger his religious 
commitment, the stronger his test. 

This Ayah is like the Ayah, 
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^Lla 1 j, ^ k (jjjll aUI Lalj Aj^JI 1jlk2u jjl Jia. 

Lf^SJ 


Do you think that you will enter Paradise without 
Allah knowing those of you who fought (in His 
cause) and knowing those who are the patient. 
(3:142) 

There is a similar Ayah in Surah At-Tawbah. 

And Allah says: 

1 jl-k (Jj-o Calj Aj^II 1 jjt ^jju jia. 

^IjjJallj f. 11 nt)1l 

i—lJjS Alii j ■ ’’ q ) All! j ■ Aji^a 


Or think you that you will enter Paradise without 
such (trials) as came to those who passed away 
before you! They were afflicted with severe 
poverty and ailments and were so shaken that 
even the Messenger and those who believed 
along with him said, "When (will come) the help 
of Allah?" 


Yes! Certainly, the help of Allah is near! (2:214) 

Allah says here: 

(V*) j 1 V jjjJl aI]I ^ M ~.j> l^a /ua Lil3 Jsa3j 

And We indeed tested those who were before them so 
that Allah will know those who are true, and will know 
those who are liars. 


meaning, He will make know which are sincere in 
their claim to be believers from those who are 
lying. 

Allah, may He be glorified and exalted, knows 
what has happened in the past and what is yet to 
come, and He knows how that which will not 
happen would have happened if it were to 
happen. 

All the Imams of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah 

are agreed on this. 
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This is the view of Ibn Abbas and others 
concerning phrases such as the Ayah, 

(only that We know). (2:143), 

Meaning, only to see -- because seeing 
has to do with what is there, but 
knowledge is broader than seeing, since it 
includes what is not present as well as 
what is. 


The Evildoers cannot escape from Allah 


Allah said: 


( * j r • Ua f. l_ui IjjSAmJ Jji Clll JJjgill (jj ill L. 


Or think those who do evil deeds that they can outstrip 
Us! Evil is that which they judge! 

means, those who are not believers should not 
think that they will escape such trials and tests, 
for ahead of them lies a greater and more severe 
punishment. 


Allah says: 




Or think those who do evil deeds that they can outstrip 
Us! 


meaning, "escape" from Us. 


UJ* 


T -v ' l_a cbui 


Evil is that which they judge! 
what they think is evil. 


jA j J=J jla aUI $.la] (j^ (jx 

29:5 Whoever hopes in meeting with Allah, then 
Allah's term is surely coming, and He is the All- 
Hearer, the All-Knower. 
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AjoiSjj Ag au e 

29:6 And whosoever strives, he strives only for 
himself. 

iP C5^ ^ (j! 

Verily, Allah stands not in need of any of the 
creatures. 

“a^pC. -\\ 1 jlftC-j 1 J 

V 0 ' \ ' 0 f 0 * *' .° '-T 0 -1**' 

I ^>^.1 f^-il n»i 

29:7 Those who believe, and do righteous good 
deeds, surely. We shall expiate from them their evil 
deeds and We shall indeed reward them according 
to the best of that which they used to do. 


Allah will fulfill the Hopes of the Righteous 


Allah's saying; 

aIII f.111 Cy 6 


Whoever hopes in meeting with Allah, 

means, in the Hereafter, and does righteous 
deeds, and hopes for a great reward with Allah, 
then Allah will fulfill his hopes and reward him for 
his deeds in full. This will undoubtedly come to 
pass, for He is the One Who hears all 
supplications, He knows and understands the 
needs of all created beings. 

Allah says: 

( o ) ^ uuall jA j diU a!1! 5 ^ £ 111 Cy* 

Whoever hopes in meeting with Allah, then Allah's term 
is surely coming, and He is the All-Hearer, the All- 
Knower. 
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AjjiajJ JAl^J Uajli -IaI^. (j-aj 

And whosoever strives, he strives only for himself. 

This is like the Ayah, 


A j, afljla J^aC- 


Whosoever does righteous good deed, it is for 
himself. (41:46) 

Whoever does a righteous deed, the benefit of that deed 
will come back to him, for Allah has no need of the deeds 
of His servants, and even if all of them were to be as 
pious as the most pious man among them, that would 
not add to His dominion in the slightest. 

Allah says: 

(1) ^ AUl (jl 4-kiiSl) JAl^J Uajll JAla. (j-aj 


And whosoever strives, he strives only for himself. 

Verily, Allah stands not in need of any of the creatures. 

Then Allah tells us that even though He has no need of His 
creatures, He is kind and generous to them. He will still give to 
those who believe and do righteous deeds the best of rewards, 
which is that He will expiate for them their bad deeds, and will 
reward them according to the best deeds that they did. He will 
accept the fewest good deeds and in return for one good deed 
will give anything between ten rewards and seven hundred, but 
for every bad deed, He will give only one evil merit, or even 
that He may overlook and forgive. 


This is like the Ayah, 

^jj x> Cjjjj I j> Sx. 1 j A V. .f-N. q]j (JlilLa V Alii jjl 

\ a \ 


Surely, Allah wrongs not even the weight of a speck of 
dust, but if there is any good, He doubles it, and gives 
from Him a great reward. (4:40) 

And He says here: 
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Or 11 ~^ ^ x^al l I a z* ^ 

(V) (jjLaxJ l^jlil (_£ ill 


Those who believe, and do righteous good deeds, surely, 
We shall expiate from them their evil deeds and We shall 
indeed reward them according to the best of that which 
they used to do. 


C5-J <^j^5 u!j 

pc, AJ 'cSD 0^3 U 

29:8 And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful to 
his parents; but if they strive to make you associate 
with Me, which you have no knowledge of, then 
obey them not. 






►j* 


“J! 


Unto Me is your return and I shall tell you what you 
used to do. 

j y/.uV'i i jUj i jE.i; 

29:9 And for those who believe and do righteous 
deeds, surely. We shall admit them among the 
righteous. 


The Command to be Good and Dutiful to Parents 


Allah's saying; 


I kjia Aj^ll yjUjuUI Liu^ajj 

And We have enjoined on man to be dutiful to his 
parents; 

Allah commands His servants to be dutiful to 
parents, after urging them to adhere to belief in 
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His Tawhid, because a person's parents are the 
cause of his existence. So he must treat them 
with the utmost kindness and respect, his father 
for spending on him and his mother because of 
her compassion for him. 

Allah says: 

ll) LLukj cg&JUj <41 H\ Vt '4j 
11 a Vj tjf U 43 HI jt HViJ jj$2I 

144 v°ji141 Jj 


US La^-as. jl i_l^) (_j3j ‘Lai. j )ll jj-a (Jail Lagj (j. ' j 


And your Lord has decreed that you worship none 
but Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents. 

If one of them or both of them attain old age in 
your life, say not to them a word of disrespect, 
nor shout at them, but address them in terms of 
honor. And lower unto them the wing of 
submission and humility through mercy, and say: 

"My Lord! Bestow on them Your mercy as they did 
bring me up when I was young." (17:23-24) 

Although Allah orders us to show kindness, mercy and 
respect towards them in return for their previous 
kindness, He says: 

l .afrxjaJ Ua 4 j liH (j4 La UjjouJ UlaAll. q\j 

but if they strive to make associate with Me, which you 
have no knowledge of, then obey them not. 

meaning, if they are idolators, and they try to 
make you follow them in their religion, then 
beware of them, and do not obey them in that, 
for you will be brought back to Me on the Day of 
Resurrection, and Allah will reward you for your 
kindness towards them and your patience in 
adhering to your religion. 
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Unto Me is your return and I shall tell you what you used 
to do. 


It is Allah Who will gather you with the group of the 
righteous, not with the group of your parents, even 
though you were the closest of people to them in the 
world. For a person will be gathered on the Day of 
Resurrection with those whom he loves, meaning, 
religious love. 

Allah says: 


(“I) Clltajlj..all IjLaC-j I^Lal (jjjllj 

And for those who believe and do righteous good deeds, 
surely, We shall make them enter with the righteous. 

In his Tafsir of this Ayah, At-Tirmidhi recorded that 
Sa'd said: 

"Four Ayat were revealed concerning me -- and 
he told his story. Fie said: 

"Umm Sa'd said: 'Did Allah not command you to 
honor your parents By Allah, I will not eat or 
drink anything until I die or you renounce Islam.' 

When they wanted to feed her, they would force 
her mouth open. Then this Ayah was revealed: 

1*1 jAA lill (jl j I kjia. Aj-ill jj (jllujUl Liu^ajj 

Ua Aj Ua ^ 

And We have enjoined on man to be 
dutiful to his parents; but if they strive to 
make you associate with Me, of which you 
have no knowledge, then obey them not." 

This Hadith was also recorded by Imam Ahmad, 
Muslim, Abu Dawud and An-Nasa'i. 

At-Tirmidhi said, "Hasan Sahih." 
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aIILj iXalf. (J j&j 

29:10 Of mankind are some who say: "We believe in 
Allah." 

411 JiS ^411 4Zi 'J4.411 ^ Is jjl iiU 

But if they are made to suffer for Allah, they 
consider the trial of mankind as Allah's punishment; 

° t' ' s . 1 *'i . * >* ° ' V ", »r 

^ Lu ul L -~^) CjA f-L?* (jJJj 

and if victory comes from your Lord, they will say: 
"Verily, we were with you." 

0*441 jjiL* ^ Cu IJcL 411 jl 

Is not Allah Best Aware of what is in the breasts of 
the creatures 

O jiV-l l s o44Tj 1 jlali ojJ 411 o44Tj 

29:11 And indeed Allah knows those who believe, 
and verily. He knows the hypocrites. 


The Attitu des of the Hypocrites and the Ways in which Allah| 

tests PeopleBj|iJj|tSS^^||iM|^Site^Hfeg||^^S|g 


Allah mentions the descriptions of the liars who falsely claim 
faith with their lips, while faith is not firm in their hearts. When 
a test or trial comes in this world, they think that this is a 
punishment from Allah, so they leave Islam. Allah says: 

o-lSlt *2? a 31! ^ g; ijf 1311 a3L IS.TJ .\JL <> '<>j 

aIII 

Of mankind are some who say: "We believe in Allah." 

But if they are made to suffer for Allah, they consider the 
trial of mankind as Allah's punishment; 
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Ibn Abbas said, 

"Meaning that their trial is leaving Islam if they 
are made to suffer for Allah." 

This was also the view of others among the 

Salaf. 


This Ayah is like the Ayah, 

Aj (jLalal AjU^al i_£ 

>. _ikjl Ajj 2 AjjIaJ jjl j 


(__)La I _^^Ic. 4)1 J jj-a Jjjjlall 


And among mankind is he who worships Allah as 
it were upon the edge: if good befalls him, he is 
content therewith; but if a trial befalls him, he 
turns back on his face... until: 


*1\*jll (J 31 *all ji> 411 

That is a straying far away. (22:11-12) 

Then Allah says: 


-T* * IjS IjI jj-a j ■ ?.14, jjllj 


and if victory comes from your Lord, they will say 
"Verily, we were with you." 

meaning, "if victory comes from your Lord, O 
Muhammad, and there are spoils of war, these 
people will say to you, 'We were with you,' i.e., 
we are your brothers in faith." 

This is like the Ayat: 

Jj 1 jUS 411 J43 jlS jll j 'jj4l 

iij Jjl 1 jlla ‘_iju.^j ^ji^ll jjlS jjlj ^ 

(jjJLaJj-all 

Those who wait and watch about you; if you gain 
a victory from Allah, they say: "Were we not with 
you" But if the disbelievers gain a success, they 
say (to them): "Did we not gain mastery over you 
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and did we not protect you from the believers". 
(4:141) 


llo J ^o Ajfi. u ^ 1 jt J All! 

J A A 3 jglfljl .~A 1 


Perhaps Allah may bring a victory or a decision 
according to His will. Then they will become 
regretful for what they have been keeping as a 
secret in themselves. (5:52) 

And Allah tells us about them here: <>» jUaj qUj 
US Uj dij (and if victory comes from your 
Lord, they will say: "Verily, we were with you.") 

Then Allah says: 

^ \ > ) (jjjalLxl! j jAj-33 ^3 UaJ jal&tj Alii (JjuIj! 


Is not Allah Best Aware of what is in the breasts of the 
creatures! 


meaning, 'does Allah not know best what is in 
their hearts and what they store secretly within 
themselves, even though outwardly they may 
appear to be in agreement with you! 1 


O') 


J-LGI 


(jjAll All! jj-alxJj 


And indeed Allah knows those who believe, and verily He 
knows the hypocrites. 


Allah will test the people with calamities and with 
times of ease, so that He may distinguish the 
believers from the hypocrites, to see who will 
obey Allah both in times of hardship and of ease, 
and who will obey Him only when things are going 
in accordance with their desires. As Allah says: 





j 


And surely, We shall try you till We test those 
who strive hard and the patient, and We shall test 
your facts. (47:31) 
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After the battle of Uhud, with its trials and 
tribulations for the Muslims, Allah said: 


i" 1 j-Lkll ajjf Uo (jjio jxll jAll Alii jjlil 

i_Lpa)l 


Allah will not leave the believers in the state in 
which you are now, until He distinguishes the 
wicked from the good... (3:179) 


(JjQ'v'Aj 1 jin x >i 1 (jjill 1L3^J 

f <j s** J ^ OS* U .V A Laj j 

29:12 And those who disbelieve say to those who 
believe: "Follow our way and let us bear your sins." 

Never will they bear anything of their sins. Surely, 
they are liars. 

f jJ ^ LuaJj ^JIAJI ^ 7lAJlj ^JlAjI (jL*aalj 

UJJ^ ^ 

29:13 And verily, they shall bear their own loads, 
and other loads besides their own; and verily, they 
shall be questioned on the Day of Resurrection 
about that which they used to fabricate. 


The Arrogant Claim of the Disbelievers that They would carry 
the Sins of Others if They would return to DisbehefBSliBfiiiS 


Allah tells: 


\ 'A...,. 


ijjxi 


i jjis tKs 


And those who disbelieve say to those who believe: 
"Follow our way, 
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Allah tells us that the disbelievers of Quraysh said 
to those who believed and followed the truth: 
leave your religion, come back to our religion, 
and follow our way; 




and let us bear your sins." 

meaning, ' if there is any sin on you, we will bear 
it and it will be our responsibility'. 

It is like a person saying: "Do this, and your sin 
will be on my shoulders." 

Allah says, proving this to be a lie: 

(u)oj^r^! 


Never will they bear anything of their sins. Surely, they 
are liars. 


in their claim that they will bear the sins of 
others, for no person will bear the sins of another. 


Allah says: 

jjlS jlj £. V l gX&a. ^31 <SLa (j) J 


and if one heavily laden calls another to (bear) 
his load, nothing of it will be lifted even though he 
be near of kin. (35:18) 




And no friend will ask a friend (about his 
condition), though they shall be made to see one 
another. (70:10-11) 


UISjIj 


And verily, they shall bear their own loads, and other 
loads besides their own. 


Here Allah tells us that those who call others to 
disbelief and misguidance will, on the Day of 
Resurrection, bear their own sins and the sins of 
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others, because of the people they misguided. Yet 
that will not detract from the burden of those 
other people in the slightest, as Allah says: 


' A' jl j jf A a Jjll ^ aIoIS ^ j\ j j) l^laa. jj 


That they may bear their own burdens in full on 
the Day of Resurrection, and also of the burdens 
of those whom they misled without knowledge. 
(16:25) 

In the Sahih, it says: 

fah A_*-ul qa (Jlo qa a! (jlS (_$■!&> ^1 HI (j-a 

(Lull ^j;0 j (jl < JJC' AxLj2I 

^^11 AjujI (j-o ^LjI JLo ^jUI jj^o AjH jjlS AllHa ^1 HI Ly*j 
L ul ^Lg-ollI jjjo ^afldj (jt < JJC- (j»o A-oLj2I 


Whoever calls others to true guidance, will have a 
reward like that of those who follow him until the 
Day of Resurrection, without it detracting from 
their reward in the slightest. 

Whoever calls others to misguidance, will have a 
burden of sin like that of those who follow him 
until the Day of Resurrection, without it detracting 
from their burden in the slightest. 

In the Sahih, it also says: 

(L^L fa UK Jjta fa I fa- fa U^ 144 U 

ill fa fa ’jj ^ 

No person is killed unlawfully, but a share of the 
guilt will be upon the first son of Adam, because 
he was the first one to initiate the idea of killing 
another. 

( ^ T) I LH a 1 j£ 3 ! ^jj jjlLuul j 

and verily, they shall be questioned on the Day of 
Resurrection about that which they used to fabricate. 
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means, the lies they used to tell and the 
falsehood they used to fabricate. 


Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Abu Umamah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said that the Messenger of Allah 
conveyed the Message with which he was sent, then he 
said: 


Jlkj Jfjp'j ;t).klkl 'fjj 'M "jli °£U 

?jjUa ^jUa jk plk pj tpla ^j2l! U 

l^jll (jjllll jjj.i3 (JULaf CIjUa kll jjja 4*k ^^ka 

j-alj jaJ t(Jkj jc- (jpj ‘pAjkajt 

jjUa (jj (jUa Sjp 4_alHa j! k.k <3 llulS °(jx i^pplka ^plkll 
cJjAja ‘uA'jJI jjj Uka I jkkj (jjLk 

?<jc- > aaaj i_.Vk |(jj3_jaja t^pk jje. I jilaal 

U ^^k Igk Qj.li.tj Qjll Qj Ua t J'? f. .i-v Qa lj.li |(Jjaja 
• (J_jSja . CjkUkl L_lkjnaf Qj .13 j . 4 V. k l^-l« 

i > >. > * ' > -♦ -'..O'' 0 -» Jt }•' -i o ' 0 " i > ^ a* I 

Ijli. • jjaja 4J (jjjj aJ !(j_rt<_jppc- Qc- ’J‘^31 

•kc. Ia jikli ' f- ■' qa 


Beware of injustice, for Allah will swear an oath of 
the Day of Resurrection and will say: 

"By My glory and majesty, no injustice will be 
overlooked today." 

Then a voice will call out, "Where is so-and-so the 
son of so-and-so?" 


He will be brought forth, followed by his good 
deeds which appear like mountains while the 
people are gazing at them in wonder, until he is 
standing before the Most Merciful. 

Then the caller will be commanded to say: 
"Whoever is owed anything by so-and-so the son 
of so-and-so, or has been wronged by him, let 
him come forth." 


So they will come forth and gather before the 
Most Merciful, then the Most Merciful will say: 
"Settle the matter for My servant." 
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They will say, "How can we settle the matter?" 

He will say, "Take from his good deeds and give it 
to them." 

They will keep taking from his good deeds until 
there is nothing left, and there will still people 
with scores to be settled. 

Allah will say, "Settle the matter for My servant." 

They will say, "He does not have even one good 
deed left." 


Allah will say, "Take from their evil deeds and 
give them to him." 


Then the Prophet quoted this Ayah: 

4_oIj£ 3I ^ajj (jlLuulj UUjIj ja^-3lijt s jV'* v ,'^J 

(jjjjlL IjjlS l!aC- 


And verily, they shall bear their own loads, 
and other loads besides their own; and 
verily, they shall be questioned on the Day 
of Resurrection about that which they used 
to fabricate. 


There is a corroborating report in the Sahih with a 
different chain of narration: 


^3j JljLaJI JllLat ^ajj (j) 

IjA jj-o tl^A (JUa tl-lA 

qa n4V,aa. 4-3 Jjjj jal lilj t4 j 1 nI aAj tAjliuia. 

<Jc. ^ T. . 


A man will come on the Day of Resurrection with 
good deeds like mountains, but he had wronged 
this one, taken the wealth of that one and 
slandered the honor of another. So each of them 
will take from his good deeds. And if there is 
nothing left of his good deeds, it will be taken 
from their evil and placed on him. 
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Vl JlL. Lai >a Ji UjS OLojt laSTj 

' 0 jiii ^ j jll">11 Ji jiis Ui > 


gjaLA^i 


29:14 And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, and he 
stayed among them a thousand years less fifty 
years; so the Deluge overtook them while they were 
wrongdoers. 


Aj\(. I £ jI x. y j A. 1 jib, all L_ 


i a > 


f •* .o' o.f . 

ll a 4 ■ - ^ tt 


29:15 Then We saved him and the Companions of 
the Boat, and made it an Ayah for all people. 


Nuh and His People 


Allah tells: 


>s_j3 ^11 I iT, ,' ji 


And indeed We sent Nuh to his people, 

Here Allah consoles His servant and Messenger 
Muhammad by telling him that Nuh, peace be upon him, 
stayed among his people for this long period of time, 
calling them night and day, in secret and openly, but in 
spite of all that they still persisted in their aversion to 
the truth, turning away from it and disbelieving in him. 
Only a few of them believed with him. 


Allah says: 

p £ ) 'Jj .all la j j_jl_3jii]l Hale. ill i all 




and he stayed among them a thousand years less fifty 
years; and the Deluge overtook them while they were 
wrongdoers. 

meaning, 'after this long period of time, when 
the Message and the warning had been of no 
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avail, so, O Muhammad, do not feel sorry because 
of those among your people who disbelieve in 
you, and do not grieve for them, for Allah guides 
whomsoever He wills and leaves astray 
whomsoever He wills. The matter rests with Him 
and all things will return to Him.' 

jj V 4-alS jLgjlc. dlfla. (jj jll (jj 
S jlj 

Truly, those, against whom the Word of your Lord 
has been justified, will not believe, even if every 
sign should come to them. (10:96-97) 

Know that Allah will help you and support you and 
cause you to prevail, and He will defeat and 
humiliate your enemies, and make them the 
lowest of the low. 

It was recorded that Ibn Abbas said: 

"Nuh received his mission when he was forty 
years old, and he stayed among his people for a 
thousand years less fifty; after the Flood he lived 
for sixty years until people had increased and 
spread." 

4 i Afll all i. -V. j aLL 


Then We saved him and the Companions of the Boat, 

means, those who believed in Nuh, peace be 
upon him. 

We have already discussed this in detail in Surah 
Hud, and there is no need to repeat it here. 

(^ o) 4jI IaI Hx j 

and made it (the ship) an Ayah for all people. 

means, 'We caused that ship to remain,' whether 
in itself, as Qatadah said, that it remained until 
the beginning of Islam, on Mount Judi, or whether 
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the concept of sailing in ships was left as a 
reminder to mankind of how Allah had saved 
them from the Flood. 


This is like the Ayat: 

<4lla3l ^ 4j|f. j 

Ua 4jj-a jj-a I '\iW j 


And an Ayah for them is that We bore their 
offspring in the laden ship. And We have created 
for them of the like thereunto, on which they ride. 

until : 


|jj^. ^11 tc-ljlaj 

and as an enjoyment for a while. (36:41-44) 

AjjIVSI ;•>< ila^ ;Call liilUCI 

AjC-j a I jj 

Verily, when the water rose beyond its limits, We 
carried you in the ship. That We might make it an 
admonition for you and that it might be retained 
by the retaining ears. (69:11-12) 

And Allah says here: 

(JxalljtD 4 j 1 la.I W.-v j A \jSu all pi 'V-v jtl 


Then We saved him and the Companions of the 
Boat, and made it an Ayah for all people. 

This is a shift from referring to one specific ship to 
speaking about ships in general. A similar shift 
from specific to general is to be seen in the Ayat: 

l g j 3 k 7- j ^ ±1 a ■-» aj Ijjtlll f. Laliill Lu j 

>j .'j** J 

And indeed We have adorned the nearest 
heaven with lamps, and We have made 
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such lamps missiles to drive away the 
Shayatin (devils). (67:5) 

meaning, 'We have made these lamps 
missiles, but the lamps which are used as 
missiles are not the same lamps as are 
used to adorn the heaven.' 

And Allah says: 

jjjia jjx aUjoi ' ilk 

jjC j)\ ^)3 ^^3 <93aj 4 2x y 

And indeed We created man out of an 
extract of clay. Thereafter We made him a 
Nutfah in a safe lodging. (23:12-13) 

There are many other similar examples. 


•fS -jl i jar, 4ii ajja 'jii a 


U! 

29:16 And (remember) Ibrahim when he said to his 
people: "Worship Allah, and have Taqwa of Him, 
that is better for you if you know." 

44! y tsa 'aj&Zj Uj%! 4ii mj'j cy bA?u i4i 

jL i jiaiiVjj ^2 jjSLy y 4ii jji <> oj'44’ 
OjikjS 411 4 j; 'Sjj 11 411 

29:17 You worship besides Allah only idols, and you 
only invent falsehood. Verily, those whom you 
worship besides Allah have no power to give you 
provision, so seek from Allah your provision, and 
worship Him, and be grateful to Him. To Him you 
will be brought back. 
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V * & U X' \ " " ' fr ^0 o a 4" 

jjuj^ji Loj ^ba ^a-o) l_j-^ -las I (jjj 

£«ia &5ia Vj 

29:18 And if you deny, then nations before you have 
denied. And the duty of the Messenger is only to 
convey plainly." 


Ibrahim's preaching to His People 


Allah tells: 


Jli jl ^jaI ^>jlj 

And (remember) Ibrahim when he said to his people: 

Allah tells us how His servant, Messenger and close 
friend Ibrahim, the Imam of the monotheists, called his 
people to worship Allah alone, with no partner or 
associate, to fear Him alone, to seek provision from Him 
alone, with no partner or associate, to give thanks to 
Him alone, for He is the One to Whom thanks should be 
given for the blessings which none can bestow but He. 

Ibrahim said to his people: 


...; jEIjaM ijjjc.1... 


Worship Allah, and have Taqwa of Him, 

meaning worship Him and fear Him Alone, with all 
sincerity. 


( ^ 1) jj jxbj ~*' jjl ^£1 

that is better for you if you know. 

if you do that you will attain good in this world 
and the next, and you will prevent evil from 
yourselves in this world and the Hereafter. 
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(jjj iixj (jl Ulal 14 jf 411 oj - ^ u^ jj \'~*~^ 

...Ujj °4l U 411 


You worship besides Allah only idols, and you only invent 
falsehood. Verily, those whom you worship besides Allah 
have no power to give you provision, 

Allah states that the idols which they worshipped 
were not able to do any harm or any good, and 
tells them, "You made up names for them and 
called them gods, but they are created beings 
just like you." 

This interpretation was reported by AI-'Awfi from 
Ibn Abbas. 


It was also the view of Mujahid and As-Suddi. 

Al-Walibi reported from Ibn Abbas: 

"You invent falsehood, means, you carve idols," 
which do not have the power to provide for you. 

(jjjjl! 411 Aic. ... 


so seek from Allah your provision, 

This emphasizes the idea of asking Allah Alone. 
This is like the Ayat: 

Qiinmi 4bl j Aixj 4\j| 

You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask 
for help. (1:5) 

And His saying: 

44! ^ til jjj! L_1 J 


My Lord! Build for me, with You, a home in 
Paradise. (66:11) 

Allah says here: Ij4jli (so seek) meaning, ask for 
JjjS 4S Ajp (from Allah your provision), 
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meaning, do not seek it from anyone or 
anything other than Him, for no one else 
possesses the power to do anything. 

... 

and worship Him, and be grateful to Him. 

Eat from what He has provided and worship Him 
Alone, and give thanks to Him for the blessings 
He has given you. 


(w) aISJ ... 


To Him you will be brought back. 

means, on the Day of Resurrection, when He will 
reward or punish each person according to his 
deeds. 

His saying: 

... ^ L2£ I j2S5 cJfj 

And if you deny, then nations before you have denied. 

means, 'you have heard what happened to them 
by way of punishment for opposing the 
Messengers.' 

(> A) £1321 111 J Jk U.j ... 

And the duty of the Messenger is only to convey plainly. 

All the Messengers have to do is to convey the 
Message as Allah has commanded them. Allah 
guides whoever He wills and leaves astray 
whoever He wills, so strive to be among the 
blessed. 

Qatadah said concerning the Ayah: ti* ^ ’-iSa IjjjSj £}j 

(And if you deny, then nations before you have 
denied), 

"These are words of consolation to His Prophet, 
peace be upon him." 
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This suggestion by Qatadah implies that the 
narrative (about Ibrahim) is interrupted here, and 
resumes with the words "And nothing was the 
answer of (Ibrahim's) people..." in Ayah 24. 

This was also stated by Ibn Jarir. From the 
context it appears that Ibrahim, peace be upon 
him, said all of what is in this section. Here he 
establishes proof against them that the 
Resurrection will indeed come to pass, because at 
the end of this passage it says: ^ 

("And nothing was the answer of his people..."). 
(29:24) 

And Allah knows best. 


£*3 ? 3&J^ i j'ji 

29:19 See they not how Allah originates the 
creation, then repeats it. 

> aii b! 

Verily, that is easy for Allah. 

yj us j ijV as 

fiLau]| C- c_sr^ \) 

29:20 Say: "Travel in the land and see how He 
originated the creation, and then Allah will bring 
forth the creation of the Hereafter. 

laA f'J* L!S ^ U 

Verily, Allah is able to do all things." 

- -*-*>•£ ,°1|' * V':.' ' *' ° 

U 

29:21 He punishes whom He wills, and shows 
mercy to whom He wills; and to Him you will be 
returned. 
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9 .'CjLA\ (jl Vj (jA Laj 

29:22 And you cannot escape in the earth or in the 
heaven. 

y J ^ UJ* C> 

And besides Allah you have neither any protector 
nor any helper. 

(ja IjLjju dllJjI Ajlllj All) C1 ±_jI_j 1(jj^l j 

JJ L.ii. ^ ai/j 

29:23 And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of Allah 
and meeting with Him, such have no hope of My 
mercy: and for such there is a painful torment. 


The Evidence for Life after Death 


Allah tells us that Ibrahim, peace be upon him, showed them 
the proof of life after death, which they denied, in their souls. 
For Allah created them after they had been nothing at all, then 
they came into existence and became people who could hear 
and see. The One Who originated this is able to repeat it, it is 
very easy for Flim. Then he taught them to contemplate the 
visible signs on the horizons and the things that Allah has 
created: the heavens with their stars and planets, moving and 
stationary, the earth with its plains and mountains, its valleys, 
deserts and wildernesses, trees and rivers, fruits and oceans. All 
of that indicates that these are themselves created things, and 
that there must be a Creator Who does as Fie chooses, Who 
merely says to a thing "Be!" and it is. 

Allah says: 

p ^^2 (j! 4^11 L I jjj jJjt 

See they not how Allah originates the creation, then 

repeats it. Verily, that is easy for Allah. 
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This is like the Ayah: 

Ajlfc jAj aAutJ ^ Iajj i^'A I jAj 

And He it is Who originates the creation, then He 
will repeat it; and this is easier for Him. (30:27) 

Then Allah says: 

StiSlI aIII ft 'jfiJI Laj£ \ u^Jl\ y I jjiuu °Ja 

Say: "Travel in the land and see how He originated the 
creation, and then Allah will bring forth the creation of 
the Hereafter." 

meaning, the Day of Resurrection. 

(Y.) ^ f ‘y 'J£ JSc Alllb!... 

Verily, Allah is able to do all things. 


lUaU (j-a ?.Uij 


y L>° 




He punishes whom He wills, and shows mercy to whom 
He wills; 


He is the Ruler Who is in control, Who does as He 
wishes and judges as He wants, and there is none 
who can put back His judgement. None can 
question Him about what He does; rather it is 
they who will be questioned, for His is the power 
to create and to command, and whatever He 
decides is fair and just, for He is the sovereign 
who cannot be unjust in the slightest. 


According to a Hadith recorded by the Sunan 
compilers: 


JJC. (JaIJ AjIJaI Ali! ^jl 

.JUa 


If Allah willed to punish the dwellers of His 
heavens and His earth, He would do so, while He 
would not be unjust to them. 
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Allah says: 


(Y >) AjII j s-Uiu (j-a ^.jjj «. 


\' u' .' * * " -* 

LujJ (^j-0 L- j 


He punishes whom He wills, and shows mercy to 
whom He wills; and to Him you will be returned. 

You will return to Him on the Day of 
Resurrection. 


C Laliill ^5 Uj x AS Uaj 

And you cannot escape on the earth or in the heaven. 

No one in heaven or on earth can flee from Him, 
for He is the Subduer Who is above His servants, 
and everything fears Him and is in need of Him, 
while He is the One Who is Independent of all 
else. 


(Y Y ) ' Uj 5 ^ (jj - 5 O'® l-a J 

aISI ulAjL 

And besides Allah you have neither any protector nor 
any helper. And those who disbelieve in the Ayat of 
Allah and the meeting with Him, 

Those who disbelieved in the signs of Allah and 
denied the Resurrection, 

^ ^ j ' j > iu j ■ 


such have no hope of My mercy, 
they will have no share in it, 

(YV) y uli y ... 

and for such there is a painful torment. 

meaning, extremely painful, in this world and the 
next. 
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i jS'j^ jt jSS J Vl U'jk jis Ua 

29:24 So nothing was the answer of people except 
that they said: "Kill him or burn him." 

Then Allah saved him from the fire. Verily, in this 
are indeed signs for a people who believe. 

411 c> 'ffi&Sl liSl 'Jllj 

29:25 And (Ibrahim) said: "You have taken idols 
instead of Allah. 

2 ** ' 0 ti • <*i * 0 ^, 0 -' £ 53 55 

jaiiJ 4 XI jq\l ^ajJ ^aJ UJJUl 0 ^ ('V}.} U-lJI 

f ^ I ^ I" " f 0 0 0 " f " <*"" % 0 ■" 0 0 " 

jLiji jLoj 1 J J jj J 

jj j^a_J j£# UoJ 

The love between you is only in the life of this 
world, but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall 
deny each other, and curse each other, and your 
abode will be the Fire, and you shall have no 
helper." 


The Re sponse of Ibrahim's People — and how Allah controlled! 


Allah says: 


A-aj3 jlS Ua3 


So nothing was the answer of people, 

Allah tells us how Ibrahim's people stubbornly and 
arrogantly disbelieved, and how they resisted the truth 
with falsehood. After Ibrahim addressed them with his 
words of clear guidance, 
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... 6jajk “J ejljil I jlll J 111... 


except that they said: "Kill him or burn him." 

This was because proof had clearly been 
established against them, so they resorted to 
using their power and strength. 

~ '-T-^l ^3 e jilts ti_uj a! 1 jjjl Ijlls 

i v e lis aj ijiijtl 

They said: "Build for him a building and throw 
him into the blazing fire!" So they plotted a plot 
against him, but We made them the lowest. 
(37:97-98) 

They spent a long time gathering a huge amount of 
firewood, they built a fence around it, then they set it 
ablaze until its flames reached up to the sky. No greater 
fire had ever been lit. Then they went to Ibrahim, seized 
him and put him into a catapult, then they threw him 
into the fire. But Allah made it cool and safe for him, and 
after spending several days in it, he emerged unscathed. 
For this reason and others, Allah made him an Imam for 
mankind, for he offered himself to the Most Merciful, he 
offered his body to the flames, he offered his son as a 
sacrifice, and he gave his wealth to care for his guests. 
For all of these reasons he is beloved by the followers of 
all religions. 

... jlSK aIII Slkita ... 


Then Allah saved him from the fire. 

means, Fie rescued him from it by making it cool 
and safe for him. 


(Y i ) q jjjjj ^ jH CIiIjU (jl 

Verily, in this are indeed signs for a people who believe. 

Ibrahim, peace be upon him, explains to his people that idols 
are incapable of doing anything, 
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... 12&I sliJI JiOSjt 411 1^1 JUj 

And (Ibrahim) said: "You have taken idols instead of 
Allah. The love between you is only in the life of this 
world, 

Here Ibrahim was rebuking his people for their 
evil deed of worshipping idols, and telling them: 
'You have taken these as gods and you come 
together to worship them so that there is 
friendship and love among you in this world,' 

A Voll 


but on the Day of Resurrection, 

the situation will be the opposite, and this love 
and friendship will turn into hatred and enmity. 

Then 


. 0 " " o - > x<^' 


you shall deny each other, 

meaning, 'you will denounce one another and 
deny whatever was between you,' 




and curse each other, 

means, the followers will curse their leaders and 
the leaders will curse their followers. 

I £ Y-vI 1" tV»1 iV-n. ~i Lais 


Every time a new nation enters (the Fire), it 
curses its sister nation (that went before). (7:37) 


(jjjjdxll V) J-iC- ‘j .lLajJ 


Friends on that Day will be foes one to another 
except those who have Taqwa. (43:67) 
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And Allah says here: 

j 1 ) J\ , >.■» jUjj n ^ J, ^ 4^alj2l ^ajj 


... J' 


Mill 


but on the Day of Resurrection, you shall deny each 
other, and curse each other, and your abode will be the 
Fire, 

meaning, 'your ultimate destiny after all 
accounts have been settled, will be the fire of 
Hell, 


(f °) U-* ... 

and you shall have no helper." 

and you will have no one to help you or save you 
from the punishment of Allah.' This will be the 
state of the disbelievers. 

As for the believers, it will be an entirely different 
matter. 


i ji y ;>□ 

29:26 So, Lut believed in him. 

^ Jj j ) ji -jsj 

He said: "I will emigrate for the sake of my Lord. 
Verily, He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise." 

o j±i]) 1 \\xyj L_JjSxJj (J 'Nttil AJ LnA jj 

^ b jk.1 oIjjjU j l_ 1 j£3l j 

29:27 And We bestowed on him, Ishaq and Ya'qub, 
and We ordained among his offspring Prophethood 
and the Book, and We granted him his reward in 
this world; 
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i U>j * ^ Aj) J 

and verily, in the Hereafter he is indeed among the 
righteous. 


The Faith of Lut and His Emigration with Ibrahim 


Allah tells: 


!2a_jl (j-al! 


So, Lut believed in him. 

Allah tells us that Lut believed in Ibrahim. 

It was said that he was the son of Ibrahim's brother, and 
that his name was Lut bin Haran bin Azar. None of 
Ibrahim's people believed in Ibrahim besides Lut and 
Sarah the wife of Ibrahim. But if it is asked how we may 
reconcile this Ayah with the Hadith narrated in the 
Sahih which says that when Ibrahim passed by that 
tyrant and he asked about Sarah and what her 
relationship was to him, Ibrahim said, "My sister." 

Then he went to her and said, "I told him that you are 
my sister, so do not let him think I am lying, for there 
are no believers on earth except for you and I, and you 
are my sister in faith." 

It seems -- and Allah knows best -- that the meaning 
here is, there is no other Muslim couple on earth apart 
from you and I. 

Among his people, only Lut believed in him and migrated 
with him to Syria, then during Ibrahim's lifetime he was 
sent as a Messenger to the people of Sadum (Sodom) 
where he settled. We have already discussed their story 
and more is to come. 

... JiJ cP! c Jl ... 

He (Ibrahim) said: "I will emigrate for the sake of my 
Lord." 
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It may be that the pronoun in the verb "he said" refers 
to Lut, because he was the last person mentioned before 
this phrase; or it may refer to Ibrahim. 

Ibn Abbas and Ad-Dahhak said that Ibrahim is the one 
who is referred in the phrase. 

2a j] <1 (j-ali 


So, Lut believed in him. 
i.e., out of all his people. 

... Jij A AA A ... 

He said: "I will emigrate for the sake of my Lord. 

Then Allah tells us that he chose to leave them so 
that he might be able to follow his religion openly. 

So he said: 

(Y 1~ jjJI AjI 

Verily, He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

Power belongs to Him and to His Messenger and 
to those who believe in him, and He is Wise in all 
that He says and does, and in all His rulings and 
decrees, both universal and legislative. 


Qatadah said, 

"They migrated together from Kutha, which is on 
the outskirts of Kufa, and went to Syria." 

Allah gave Ibrahim, Ishaq and Ya'qub, and ordained 
Prophethood in His Offspring. 

a! LajAjj 


And We bestowed on him, Ishaq and Ya'qub, 


This is like the Ayah, 

(_3_a-uil aJ IjjAj Alii UJ-* Uj® \2z2i 

tjjj 1 ^ 


So, when he had turned away from them and 
from those whom they worshipped besides Allah, 
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We gave him Ishaq and Ya'qub, and each one 
of them We made a Prophet. (19:49) 

That is, when he left his people, Allah gave him 
joy in a righteous son who was also a Prophet, to 
whom in turn was born, in his grandfather's 
lifetime, a righteous son who was also a Prophet. 

Allah also says: 

And We bestowed upon him Ishaq, and Ya'qub 
in addition (21:72) 

meaning, as an additional gift. 

This is like the Ayah, 

But We gave her glad tidings of Ishaq, 
and after Ishaq, of Ya'qub. (11:71) 

meaning, to this son would be born a son 
during their lives, who would be a delight 
to them. 

i_Aj£2Ij sjjIII AjjjJ (jgk ' ?*j_ 

and We ordained among his offspring Prophethood and 
the Book, 

This is a tremendous blessing. Not only did Allah take 
him as a close friend and make him an Imam for 
mankind, but He also ordained Prophethood and the 
Book among his offspring. 

After the time of Ibrahim there was no Prophet who was 
not from among his descendants. All of the Prophets of 
the Children of Israel were from among his descendants, 
from Ya'qub bin Ishaq bin Ibrahim to the last of 
them, 'Isa bin Maryam, who stood in the midst of his 
people and announced the good news of the Hashimi 
Qurashi Arab Prophet, the last of all the Messengers, 
the leader of the sons of Adam in this world and the 
next, whom Allah chose from the heart of the Arab 
nation, from the descendants of Ismail bin Ibrahim, 
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may peace be upon them. There is no Prophet from the 
line of Ismail besides him, may the best of blessings 
and peace be upon him. 

(TV) ■ .all QaI o^klll ^3 4 jIj l_u31l ^^3 aLiiil j 

and We granted him his reward in this world; and verily, 
in the Hereafter he is indeed among the righteous. 

Allah granted him happiness in this world that was 
connected to happiness in the Hereafter, for in this world 
he had plentiful provision, a splendid home, a beautiful 
and righteous wife, and he was and still is spoken of 
highly, for everyone loves him and regards him as a 
friend. 

Ibn Abbas, Mujahid, Qatadah and others said: 

"He obeyed Allah in all ways." 

This is like the Ayah, 

And of Ibrahim who fulfilled all. (53:37) 

He did all that he was commanded to do and 
obeyed his Lord to the utmost. Allah says: 

OjaJlial l ^3 4j)j Luill ^ sjki (and We 

granted him his reward in this world; and verily, 
in the Hereafter he is indeed among the 
righteous). 

And He says: 

jj-o (3lj I a. luj_3 jjl 

Verily, Ibrahim was an Ummah, Qanit to 
Allah, a Hanif, and he was not one of the 
idolators, until: 

(j.rs) l^all jj-ol oja.'VI ^ 4jl j 

and in the Hereafter he shall be of the 
righteous. (16:120-122) 
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a oi l 'jjfcj °^\ ajja 'jis *\ il,/ j 
jxoL^I (_> a=J °(j* 

29:28 And (remember) Lut, when he said to his 
people: "You commit immoral sins which none has 
preceded you in (committing) it in all creatures." 

Lff? ,j jxh&j 

29:29 "Verily, you practice sodomy with men, and 
rob the wayfarer! And practice Al-Munkar in your 
meetings." 

j) 41! cJjby U£! 1 jSIS J % aJJ u!> Ui 

(j-o Clu^ 

But his people gave no answer except that they 
said: "Bring Allah's torment upon us if you are one 
of the truthful." 

o»-> a. o *o ^ ^ tl 

29:30 He said: "My Lord! Give me victory over the 
people who are corrupt." 


The prea ching of Lut and what happened between Him and| 

His People^g^Bgaggj^^gSBMMIliEM 


Allah tells: 

C > ^ o* 


U <2^1231 o jfcl °^\ aJJ& JlS '4 lijlj 

( Y A) jjxalUtll 
(JjJjjJI jx3a3li j (J 1244 jjjjlj] ~^V't 
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And (remember) Lut, when he said to his people: 

"You commit immoral sins which none has preceded you 
in (committing) it in all creatures. Verily, you practice 
sodomy with men, and rob the wayfarer!" 

Allah tells us that His Prophet Lut, peace be upon 
him, denounced his people for their evil deed and 
their immoral actions in having intercourse with 
males, a deed which none of the sons of Adam 
had ever committed before them. As well as 
doing this, they also disbelieved in Allah and 
rejected and opposed His Messenger, they robbed 
wayfarers, they would lie in wait on the road, kill 
people and loot their possessions. 

And practice Al-Munkar in your meetings. 

This means, ' in your gatherings you do and say 
things that are not befitting, and you do not 
denounce one another for doing such things.' 

Some said that they used to have intercourse with one 
another in public; this was the view of Mujahid. 

Some said that they used to compete in passing gas and 
laughing. This was the view of A'ishah, may Allah be 
pleased with her, and Al-Qasim. 

Some of them said that they used to make rams fight 
one another, or organize cockfights. They used to do all 
of these things, and they were even eviler than that. 

duS jjl Alii l_ll.lxj Ij£I I jJU jjf ill 4-ajl l_)lji. jjlS l-ai... 

(Y1) (jAillal! 

But his people gave no answer except that they said: 
"Bring Allah's torment upon us if you are one of the 
truthful." 

This is indicative of their disbelief, scornful 
attitude and stubbornness. 
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So Allah's Prophet asked for help against them, and: 


... Jis 

He said: 

(V • ) pjSI «ail L_l ij 

My Lord! Give me victory over the people who are 
corrupt. 


13! 1 jlli is'j&a ^ GLij Lklk LJJ 

1 jilS g*i b! kyai J*( 

29:31 And when Our messengers came to Ibrahim 
with the glad tidings they said: "Verily, we are 
going to destroy the people of this town; truly, its 
people have been wrongdoers." 

29:32 Ibrahim said: "But there is Lut in it." 

451 >! % Lklj 452^2 kk cj*i £tl 1 jSS 

ijjjiill ^ cjjlS 

They said: "We know better who is there. We will 
verily, save him and his family - except his wife, she 
will be of those who remain behind." 

(JjljJaj 1 dlf.1^. (jf IaSj 

Ic. jb 


29:33 And when Our messengers came to Lut, he 
was grieved because of them, and felt straitened on 
their account. 


39 










Vl a&t j a ti V J Lkii V 1 jJlTj 

They said: "Have no fear, and do not grieve! Truly, 
we shall save you and your family except your wife: 
she will be of those who remain behind." 

f LojuJI £>A-& (_g 

OjSUy 1 jSIS Uu 

29:34 "Verily, we are about to bring down on the 
people of this town a great torment from the sky, 
because they have been rebellious." 

fj3 ^ 

29:35 And indeed We have left thereof an evident 
Ayah for a folk who understand. 


The Angels we nt to Ibrahim and then to Lut, may peace be| 
upon them 


Allah tells: 


jl aJJII ? pa JaI jS&i til I jllI ^ jiau '^1 jj] tiL,j lijplk % 

(V ^ ) jjxaJOa L^IaI 


And when Our messengers came to Ibrahim with the 
glad tidings they said: "Verily, we are going to destroy 
the people of this town; truly, its people have been 
wrongdoers." 

When Lut, peace be upon him, asked Allah to help 
him against them, Allah sent angels to help him. 
They first came to Ibrahim in the form of guests, so 
he offered them hospitality in the appropriate 
manner. When he saw that they had no interest in 
the food, he felt some mistrust of them and was 
fearful of them. They started to calm him down and 
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gave him the news of a righteous son born by his 
wife Sarah, who was present, and she was 
astonished by this, as we have already explained in 
our Tafsir of Surah Hud and Surah Al-Hijr. When 
they brought this news to Ibrahim and told him that 
they were sent to destroy the people of Lut, he 
began to speak up for them, hoping to win more time 
for them so that they might be guided by Allah. 
When they said, "We have come to destroy the 
people of this township," 

Ajfj-al ill 4l&lj A 1 "4 (j-aj I jlli Uajl Lg-lS (j! (J-® 

(I'T) L> °djjl£ 

(Ibrahim) said: "But there is Lut in it." 

They said: "We know better who is there. We will verily, 
save him and his family except his wife, she will be of 
those who remain behind." 

meaning, one of those who will be destroyed, 
because she used to support them in their 
disbelief and wrongdoing. 

Uajl ' A jl jjf llalj 


And when Our messengers came to Lut, 

Then the angels left him and visited Lut in the 
form of handsome young men. When he saw 
them like that, 


... tc-lp ?&} ... 

he was grieved because of them, and felt straitened on 
their account. 

means, he was worried since if he had them as 
guests then he was afraid for them and what his 
people might do to them, but if he did not host 
them, he was still afraid of what might happen to 
them. At that point he did not know who they 
were. 
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They said: "Have no fear, and do not grieve! Truly, we 
shall save you and your family except your wife: she will 
be of those who remain behind. 


Verily, we are about to bring down on the people of this 
town a great torment from the sky, because they have 
been rebellious." 


Jibril, peace be upon him, uprooted their town 
from the depths of the earth, lifted it up to the 
sky, then threw it upside down upon them. Allah 
rained upon them: 


jj-a a jl 3^ I g jV- I g Ifll 1 a I £ jj C. I a. Ijj-af «.tk. Lais 

' ^ j ‘ n 

1 lx JJ Jj lal T.1I l_a j adj j -lie. jjoaa 


stones of Sijjil, in a well-arranged manner one 
after another. Marked from your Lord; and they 
are not ever far from the evil doers. (11:82-83) 

Allah turned the place where they had lived into a 
putrid, stinking lake, which will remain as a 
lesson to mankind until the Day of Resurrection, 
and they will be among those who are most 
severely punished on the Day of Resurrection. 

Allah says: 


4 V'. . 4_jl 1 a ' ^ 1 T j' \a\ $ 

And indeed We have left thereof an evident Ayah i.e., a 
clear sign, 


( r '°) .. 


for a folk who understand. 


42 



This is like the Ayah, 


'J 12l-L> ^ jLg jlc- J 

jj^xJ itif jJjIIjj 

Verily, you pass by them in the morning and at 
night; will you not then reflect. (37:137-138) 


t 






29:36 And to Madyan, We sent their brother 
Shu' ayb. 

He said: "O my people! Worship Allah and hope for 
the last Day, and commit no mischief on the earth 
as mischief-makers." 




U ^-io £ *, ?■ % a,-* f-* % 

vVsli 


29:37 And they denied him; so the earthquake 
seized them, and they lay, prostrate in their 
dwellings. 


Shu'ayb and His People 


Allah tells: 

(JlSi IJ .lx di cs^jj 

And to Madyan, We sent their brother Shu'ayb. He said: 

Allah tells us that His servant and Messenger 
Shu'ayb, peace be upon him, warned his people, 
the people of Madyan, and commanded them to 
worship Allah Alone with no partner or associate, 
and to fear the wrath and punishment of Allah on 
the Day of Resurrection. 


... fjp ijkjij a!s !>&.! f °ji u... 
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He said: 








O my people! Worship Allah and hope for the last Day, 
Ibn Jarir said: 

"Some of them said that this meant: Fear the 
Last Day." 

This is like the Ayah, 

j aIII 

for those who look forward to (meeting with) 
Allah and the Last Day. (60:6) 

(VI) ^3 Uj 

and commit no mischief on the earth as mischief- 
makers. 


This is forbidding them to make mischief on earth 
by spreading corruption, which means going 
around doing evil to people. They used to cheat in 
weights and measures, and ambush people on 
the road; this is in addition to their disbelief in 
Allah and His Messenger. So Allah destroyed them 
with a mighty earthquake that convulsed their 
land, and the Sayhah (shout) which tore their 
hearts from their bodies, and the torment of the 
Day of Shade, when their souls were taken. This 
was the torment of a great day. 


We have already examined their story in detail in 
Surah Al-A'raf, Surah Hud and Surah Ash- 
Shu' ara'. 




And they denied him; so the earthquake seized them, 

(VV) Lj..yv'V I 

and they lay, prostrate in their dwellings. 

Qatadah said, "They were dead." 


Others said that they were thrown on top of one another. 
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(_j^a ^jOJJ .iSj 141c. j 

29:38 And 'Ad and Thamud! And indeed (their 
destruction) is clearly apparent to you from their 
(ruined) dwellings. 

U^Ji a C .) (j JiJ t ’nH (jJJJ 


Shaytan made their deeds fair seeming to them, 
and turned them away from the path, though they 
were intelligent. 


O-^ J UJ^ 

29:39 And Qarun, Fir'awn, and Haman. 

0 CM * » * 4-* '’'H'Ot 4 £ 0 t " 7' 0 <•'*'' 

jjjSunla C ) lulu aAoLa. JlSJj 

(jjjU jui Uaj 

And indeed Musa came to them with clear Ayat, but 
they were arrogant in the land, yet they could not 
outstrip Us. 

4_uAj 

29:40 So, We punished each for his sins, 

> JV* | 0^3 o ^ # 4" o 4 of ^ 35 ^ o. -* 

AjA^. 1 <^a Uij 1 Urol -»■ A_lAc- 1 Ua5 
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of them were some on whom We sent a Hasib, and 
of them were some who were overtaken by As- 
Sayhah, and of them were some whom We caused 
the earth to swallow, and of them were some whom 
We drowned. 
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It was not Allah Who wronged them, but they 
wronged themselves. 


The Destruction of Nations Who rejected Their Messengers 


Allah tells: 


\^CxjiA j lili-j 

(VA) (htiA I pJjJjaJl ^jc. ^aA^x-^5 

p3 pi jjjllj pc-p. Plj jjUal&j C)3^“ P 3 

(V^) ^jjkjl 1 ■ IplS Uqj 


And Ad and Thamud! And indeed (their destruction) is 
clearly apparent to you from their (ruined) dwellings. 
Shaytan made their deeds fair seeming to them, and 
turned them away from the path, though they were 
intelligent. 

And Qarun, Fir'awn, and Haman. 

And indeed Musa came to them with clear Ayat, but they 
were arrogant in the land, yet they could not outstrip Us. 

Allah tells us about these nations who disbelieved 
in their Messengers, and how He destroyed them 
and sent various kinds of punishments and 
vengeance upon them. 

'Ad, the people of Hud, peace be upon him, 
used to live in the Ahqaf (curved sand-hills), 
near Hadramawt, in the Yemen. 

Thamud, the people of Salih, lived in Al-Hijr, 
near Wadi Al-Qura. The Arabs used to know their 
dwelling place very well, and they often used to 
pass by it. 
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Qarun was the owner of great wealth and had 
the keys to immense treasures. 

Fir'awn, the king of Egypt at the time of Musa, 
and his minister Hannan were two Coptics who 
disbelieved in Allah and His Messenger, peace be 
upon him. 

Allah tells: 


4_U.ll 




So, We punished each for his sins, 


their punishments fit their crimes. 


^ ;V. ^ j ^ 


of them were some on whom We sent a Hasib, 


This was the case with 'Ad, and this happened 
because they said: "Who is stronger than us!" So, 
there came upon them a violent, intensely cold 
wind, which was very strong and carried pebbles 
which it threw upon them. It carried them 
through the air, lifting a man up to the sky and 
then hurling him headlong to the ground, so that 
his head split and he was left as a body without a 
head, like uprooted stems of date palms. 


A ' 




o. s > q. - 

L>* 14 J ... 


and of them were some who were overtaken by As- 

Sayhah, 

This is what happened to Thamud, against whom 
evidence was established because of the she- 
camel who came forth when the rock was split, 
exactly as they had asked for. Yet despite that 
they did not believe, rather they persisted in their 
evil behavior and disbelief, and threatening to 
expel Allah's Prophet Salih and the believers with 
him, or to stone them. So the Sayhah struck 
them, taking away their powers of speech and 
movement. 
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... 4j l |Q ‘ ag ±AJ 

and of them were some whom We caused the earth to 
swallow, 

This refers to Qarun who transgressed, he was 
evil and arrogant. He disobeyed his Lord, the 
Most High, and paraded through the land in a 
boastful manner, filled with self-admiration, 
thinking that he was better than others. He 
showed off as he walked, so Allah caused the 
earth to swallow him and his house, and he will 
continue sinking into it until the Day of 
Resurrection. 

(jx agXaj 

and of them were some whom We drowned. 

This refers to Fir'awn, his minister Haman and 
their troops, all of whom were drowned in a single 
morning, not one of them escaped. 

Alii jlS Uaj 

It was not Allah Who wronged them, 
in what He did to them, 

(f *) u jVfoj [H U^J ... 

but they wronged themselves. 

that happened to them as a punishment for what 
they did with their own hands. 


1 j] Cl jjjlS C1)jjji3I (jA jl j Ijjj CIiA^jI 

29:41 The parable of those who seek protectors 
from other than Allah is that of a spider who builds 
a house; but indeed, the weakest of houses is the 
spider's house — if they but knew. 
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29:42 Verily, Allah knows what things they invoke 
instead of Him. 


'ja>S 


He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

OpJJl % IpU Uj pis P S^ Pj 

29:43 And these are the examples We give for 
mankind; but none will understand them except 
those who have knowledge (of Allah). 


Likening the gods of the Idolators to the House of a Spider 


Allah tells: 


a ji j ££ p/pp p 4ii <> ijPP ’JL 

( £ ^ (jjlalkj 1 jjlil jl pijjSj4l Clrnl pjjjll (jA jt 

~£41 _^Aj pp (j.0 Ua ) 411 (_jl 


The parable of those who seek protectors from other 
than Allah is that of a spider who builds a house; but 
indeed, the weakest of houses is the spider's house -- if 
they but knew. 

Verily, Allah knows what things they invoke instead of 
Him. He is the All-Mighty, the All-Wise. 

This is how Allah described the idolators in their 
reverence of gods besides Him, hoping that they 
would help them and provide for them, and 
turning to them in times of difficulties. In this 
regard, they were like the house of a spider, 
which is so weak and frail, because by clinging to 
these gods they were like a person who holds on 
to a spider's web, who does not gain any benefit 
from that. If they knew this, they would not take 
any protectors besides Allah. This is unlike the 
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Muslim believer, whose heart is devoted to Allah, 
yet he still does righteous deeds and follows the 
Laws of Allah, for he has grasped the most 
trustworthy handle that will never break because 
it is so strong and firm. 

Then Allah warns those who worship others 
besides Him and associate others with Him that 
He knows what they do and the rivals they 
associate with Him. He will punish them for their 
attribution, for He is All-Wise and All-Knowing. 

Then He says: 

(i r) Hj Ucj o-lSU l^j IMj 

And these are the examples We give for mankind; but 
none will understand them except those who have 
knowledge. 

meaning, no one understands them or ponders 
them except those who are possessed of deep 
knowledge. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that 'Amr bin Murrah said, 

"I never came across an Ayah of the Book of 
Allah that I did not know, but it grieved me, 
because I heard that Allah says: 

oj^uii Hi Uj i' jllHi nr&j 

And these are the examples We give for 
mankind; but none will understand them 
except those who have knowledge." 


V b! 4311 

29:44 Allah created the heavens and the earth with 
truth. Verily, therein is surely a sign for those who 
believe. 


50 







% jUl j P PJ P j! U LSI 

29:45 Recite what has been revealed to you of the 
Book, and perform the Salah. 

’jK f 411 'jSUj jS4lj ,'MI p p s“jl 

Verily, the Salah prevents from Al-Fahsha' (immoral 
sins) and Al-Munkar (evil deeds) and the 
remembering (praising) of Allah is greater indeed. 

U pkj A3Slj 

And Allah knows what you do. 


Allah says: 


JjPllj pajtllj pi jLaUl 411 (jjlP 


Allah created the heavens and the earth with truth. 


Allah tells us of His immense power, that He 
created the heavens and the earth with truth, 
meaning for a higher purpose than mere play, 

C5 *luj Pj jjPi jkjl 


that every person may be rewarded for that 
which he strives. (20:15) 


I j) lul^l 


1 jlaC. \ 1 a j 1 J 




that He may requite those who do evil with that 
which they have done, and reward those who do 
good, with what is best. (53:31) 

( i £) pap pH 4jU 4ll J p (j\ ... 

Verily, therein is surely a sign for those who believe. 

meaning, there is clear evidence that Allah is 
alone in creating, controlling, and in His divinity. 
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The C ommand to convey the Message, to recite the Qur'an and| 

to pray^X . r| ^ t l .'\ s ^ 


Allah says: 

... jai ,> u ’j>\ 

Recite what has been revealed to you of the Book, 

Allah commands His Messenger and the believers 
to recite the Qur'an, which means both reciting it 
and conveying it to people. 

... I 411 'jSplj JAA 1j *14^41 SlLflll Ql aULall ... 

and perform the Salah. Verily, the Salah prevents from 
Al-Fahsha' and Al-Munkar and the remembrance of 
Allah is greater indeed. 

Prayer includes two things: 

• the first of which is giving up immoral behavior 
and evil deeds, i.e., praying regularly enables a 
person to give up these things. 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah said: 

"A man came to the Prophet and said, 'So-and- 
so prays at night, but when morning comes, he 
steals. 1 

The Prophet said: 


Uo g JJ.j .tt 4_il 


What you are saying (i.e., the Salah) will stop 
him from doing that." 

• Prayer also includes the remembering of Allah, 
which is the higher objective, Allah says: 411 Jsilj 
(and the remembrance of Allah is greater 
indeed), more important than the former. 

(f ®) uy *-~' l '**' 4 ; 411 j ... 


And Allah knows what you do. 
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means, He knows all that you do and say. 

Abu Al-' Aliyah commented on the Ayah: & SULaJl £) 

f hfrVil i (Verily, the Salah prevents from immoral 
sins and evil wicked deeds), 

"Prayer has three attributes, and any prayer that 
contains none of these attributes is not truly 
prayer: 

• Being done purely and sincerely for Allah 
alone (Ikhlas), 

• fear of Allah, and remembrance of Allah. 
Ikhlas makes a person do good deeds, 
fear prevents him from doing evil deeds, 

• and the remembrance of Allah is the 
Qur'an which contains commands and 
prohibitions." 

Ibn Awn Al-Ansari said: 

"When you are praying, you are doing good, it is 
keeping you away from immoral sins and evil 
wicked deeds and what you are doing is part of 
the remembrance of Allah which is greater." 


0*31 yj 0-^.1 > Jh yi jkt i ji 

0^0. ® ^ 11. 

\ A. ) A \ >1 

29:46 And argue not with the People of the 
Scripture, except with that which is better — except 
with such of them as do wrong; 

u<4j ;JS2! 'jjij Gij 'jjpi ^au is* 13 

* *0 l l 0 1* [" 0 ‘t’* 

4j j 3^.1 j il j 

and say (to them): "We believe in that which has 
been revealed to us and revealed to you; our God 
and your God is One, and to Him we have 
submitted." 
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Arguing with the People of the Book 


Allah says: 

... ui ja 'Ja! i jiiikS Uj 

And argue not with the People of the Scripture, except 
with that which is better -- 

What is meant here is that anyone who wants to find out 
about religion from them should argue with them in a 
manner that is better, as this will be more effective. 


Allah says: 

A \\ n-dl ‘'' 

Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and 
fair preaching... (16:125) 

And Allah said to Musa and Harun when he sent 
them to Fir'awn: 

jf 'JXi a!*S U2 VjS <S V 

And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept 
admonition or fear. (20:44) 

Allah says here: 

?La Ij-alla (jjjll ... 

except with such of them as do wrong; 

meaning, those who turn away from the truth, 
turning a blind eye to clear evidence, being 
stubborn and arrogant. In this case you should 
progress from debate to combat, fighting them in 
such a way as to deter them from committing 
aggression against you. 


Allah says: 

jjl jjJlj i.' j£1I x .a CIljjJIj IjIuij IjLiJ dl 

Ajjlkjj LSjjt j jaj, ajSlJ (JjAjII 


Indeed We have sent Our Messengers with clear 
proofs, and revealed with them the Scripture and 
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the Balance that mankind may keep up justice. 

And We brought forth iron wherein is mighty 
power... until: 

ji> ls js 'u! 

... Verily, Allah is All-Strong, All-Mighty. (57:25) 

Jabir said: 

"We were commanded to strike with the 
sword whoever opposes the Book of 
Allah." 

And His saying: 

... ^1 'Jjjfj bill 'Jjjf ^b H.I IjljSj ... 

and say (to them): "We believe in that which has been 
revealed to us and revealed to you; 

means, ' if they tell you something which you do 
not know to be true or false, say to them: We do 
not hasten to say it is a lie, because it may be 
true, and we do not hasten to say it is true 
because it may be false. We believe in it in 
general, under the condition that it has been 
revealed and has not been altered or deliberately 
misinterpreted.' 

1) aJ j b^Jlj 

our God and your God is One, and to Him we have 
submitted." 

Imam Al-Bukhari, may Allah have mercy on him, 
recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said, 

"The People of the Book used to read the Tawrah 
in Hebrew and explain it in Arabic to the Muslims. 

The Messenger of Allah said: 

j2£3 Uj cJSSl 'Ja! IU 
b^lj 'Jjif C.j bill 'Jjlf U.j bib Hal 

> to l > -i O 1* 
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Do not believe the People of the Book and 
do not deny them. Say: 

"We believe in Allah and what has been 
revealed to us and what has been revealed 
to you. Our God and your God is One, and 
to Him we have submitted."" 

This Hadith was narrated only by Al-Bukhari. 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn Abbas said: 

"How can you ask the People of the Book about 
anything, when your Book that was revealed to 
the Messenger of Allah is more recent, you read it 
pure and uncontaminated, it tells you that the 
People of the Book altered and changed the Book, 
that they write the Book with their own hands and 
then say, 'This is from Allah,' to purchase with it 
a small price. 

Should not the knowledge that you have, prevent 
you from asking them? 

No, by Allah, we have never seen any of them 
asking you about what was sent down to you." 

Al-Bukhari recorded that Humayd bin Abdur-Rahman 
heard Mu'awiyah talking to a group of Quraysh in Al- 
Madinah. He mentioned Ka' b Al-Ahbar, and said: 

"He was one of the most truthful of those who 
narrated from the People of the Book, even 
though we found that some of what he said might 
be lies." 

I say, this means that some of what he said could be 
classified linguistically as lies, but he did not intend to 
lie, because he was narrating from manuscripts which he 
thought were good, but they contained fabricated 
material, because they did not have people who were so 
conscientious in memorizing the Scriptures by heart as 
the people of this great Ummah. 
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29:47 And thus We have sent down the Book to you, 
and those whom We gave the Scripture believe 
therein as also do some of these and none but the 
disbelievers reject Our Ayat. 

131 t^ljum 4%>Vi Vj L-JLjS qa aXj3 qa j3jj Clu^ Ujj 

29:48 Neither did you read any book before it nor 
did you write any book with your right hand. In that 
case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might have 
doubted. 

1 j 5J b^l jjil* yi tul'e > -Ji 

29:49 Nay, but it is clear Ayat, (preserved) in the 
breasts of those who have been given knowledge. 

1 % fox* XX Uj 

And none but the wrongdoers deny Our Ayat. 


Evidence for the Fact that the Qur'an was revealed from Allah 


Allah says: 


... uffl liO OTjjt apSj 


And thus We have sent down the Book to you, 

Ibn Jarir said: 

"Allah says, 'just as We revealed the Books to 
the Messengers who came before you, 0 
Muhammad, so We have also revealed this Book 
to you."’ 
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What he said is good and fits the context. 


Allah's saying: 


... (jjlajj l-jUSII ^aIjjjI (jjllli ... 


and those whom We gave the Scripture believe therein, 

means, those knowledgeable rabbis and scholars 
among them who learned it and recited it 
properly, such as Abdullah bin Salam, Salman Al- 
Farisi and others like them. 


Aj ( jajji (jx s-UjA 


as also believe therein some of these, 

meaning, the Quraysh Arabs and others. 

V) (jjjilSIl ill IjjIjIj ; Uaj ... 


and none but the disbelievers reject Our Ayat. 


No one disbelieves and rejects them except those 
who conceal the truth with falsehood, and those 
who try to hide the rays and light of the sun by 
their covering an eye. 


Then Allah says: 




ij U j i— lllS (j a aJj3 joAjj CluS j 


Neither did you read any book before it (this Qur'an) nor 
did you write any book with your right hand. 

meaning, 'you lived among your people for a 
long time before you brought this Qur'an. During 
this time you never read any book or wrote 
anything. Your people, as well as others all know 
that you are an unlettered man who does not 
read or write.' 


This is how he was also described in the previous 
Scriptures, as Allah says: 
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■T'j V^J (_£pll ^^aVl tJjjoTjll j J*JJJ jjll 

^Aj-atj jjljjjll ^AJuc. tjjjILa 

jSj^all jfc °4 gV j Mj 

Those who follow the Messenger, the 
Prophet, the unlettered about whom they 
find written with them in the Tawrah and 
the Injil, -- he commands them with 
good; and forbids them from evil. (7:157) 

This is how the Messenger of Allah will remain until the 
Day of Resurrection, unable to write even one line or one 
letter. He used to have scribes who would write down the 
revelation for him, or would write letters from him to be 
sent to different places. 

Allah's saying: 


(£A) j jtUV.1 l USjtiljj ... 

In that case, indeed, the followers of falsehood might 
have doubted. 

means, 'if you had been literate, some ignorant 
people would have doubted you. They would have 
said that you learned this from Books inherited 
from the Prophets which came before.' 

Indeed, they did say that, even though they knew 
that he was unlettered and could not read or 
write. 

J l'J& \V^K \ 1 jMj 

And they say: "Tales of the ancients, which he 
has written down, and they are dictated to him 
morning and afternoon." (25:5) 

Allah says: 

(jlaj'VI j Cllj-lajaill ^3 ^jlull jll «jil US 

Say: "It has been sent down by Him Who knows 
the secret of the heavens and the earth. (25:6) 
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And Allah says here: 


.JjJI | jjjf Qj jll JjALia CllljJJ lllljl jA (Jj 


Nay, but it is (Quran), the clear Ayat, (preserved) in the 
breasts of those who have been given knowledge. 

meaning, this Qur'an is clear Ayat which indicate 
the truth, commands, prohibitions and stories. It 
is memorized by the scholars for whom Allah 
makes it easy to memorize, recite and interpret. 

This is like the Ayah, 

(jja (J^3 _jS.ll) jjl?. IjjjoiJ .lalj 

And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to 
understand and remember; then is there any one 
who will remember! (54:17) 

The Messenger of Allah said: 

(jlS Uajlj tJ 2J1 .13 J ill i-0 

Ikjlj ^aA jjSt (jjSl (jl j^.jti t(_g3l alkjt Aiiijf 


There has never been any Prophet who was not 
given that which would make people believe in 
him. What I have been given is revelation which 
Allah reveals to me, and I hope that I will have 
the most followers among them. 


According to the Hadith of ' Iyad bin Himar, recorded in 
Sahih Muslim, Allah says: 


t f. U«3I Aiu Ju U IjIjS (J_jSaj i lSj iJaiaj liljjjj. ^ ^j| 

\ j(T. 8 J j sjjkj 


"I am testing you and testing others through you, 
revealing to you a Book which cannot be washed 
away by water, which you recite while you are 
asleep and while you are awake." 

This means, if the manuscript where it is written 
were to be washed with water, there is no need 
for that manuscript. This is because it is 
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preserved in the hearts and is easy on the tongue 
(i.e., is easy to recite), and is controlling people's 
hearts and minds. It is miraculous in its wording 
and in its meanings. 

In the previous Scriptures this Ummah was 
described as carrying their holy Books in their 
hearts. 


(£ til tiatiL ^ Uj ... 

And none but the wrongdoers deny Our Ayat. 

Nobody denies it or tries to undermine its status 
or rejects it except the wrongdoers, i.e., the 
arrogant transgressors who know the truth but 
turn away from it, as Allah says: 

jj cdjj A lalS agjlc. t" '8-v. jjjpll j_jl 

'fjftn urs^h i jji j^'aj ,u °jTj 

Truly, those, against whom the Word (wrath) of 
your Lord has been justified, will not believe. 
Even if every sign should come to them, until 
they see the painful torment. (10:96-97) 


ajj (jlo t") jU a Vic. J jjf V°j31 jllij 

29:50 And they say: "Why are not signs sent down 
to him from his Lord!" 


jjS o ^!j AM ^ 

Say: "The signs are only with Allah, and I am only a 
plain warner." 

Li^it ^ ur>st a ^ 

29:51 Is it not sufficient for them that We have sent 
down to you the Book which is recited to them 
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f J*) 4-aa.jl ‘4b C5^ U) 

Verily, herein is mercy and a reminder for a people 
who believe. 

LS^ ^ LS^ ^4 LS^ <J* 

U*Mj 

29:52 Say: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness 
between me and you. He knows what is in the 
heavens and on the earth." 

fjfc bkJj 41b 1 jjgj JlJSb 1 jLlp 

bJ! 


UJJ^ 

And those who believe in falsehood, and disbelieve 
in Allah, it is they who are the losers. 


The Idolators’ demand for Signs, and the Response 


Allah says: 

4 j (j-a bbi 43b ^I J^-3J 

And they say: "Why are not signs sent down to him from 
his Lord!" 

Allah tells us how the idolators stubbornly 
demanded signs, meaning that they wanted signs 
to show them that Muhammad was indeed the 
Messenger of Allah, just as Salih was given the 
sign of the she-camel. 

Allah says: 

...us... 


Say -- 'O Muhammad 1 -- 


The signs are only with Allah, 
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meaning, 'the matter rests with Allah, and if He 
knew that you would be guided, He would 
respond to your request, because it is very easy 
for Him to do that. Yet He knows that you are 
merely being stubborn and putting me to the test, 
so He will not respond to you.' 


This is like the Ayah, 

tai; j o/jVi J Vi iVj J Uj 

I jVtU i j. JL 


And nothing stops Us from sending the Ayat but 
that the people of old denied them. And We sent 
the she-camel to Thamud as a clear sign, but 
they did her wrong. (17:59) 

(O > ) (jjj/s JJAJ Ij! UojI j 


and I am only a plain warner. 


means, 'I have been sent to you only as a 
warner to bring a clear warning; all I have to do 
is convey the Message of Allah to you.' 


Ijjij-a LJj <1 jjla (_) 1 1 a j (j-aj T'C _j$-3 Alii (j-a 


He whom Allah guides, he is the rightly-guided; 
but he whom He sends astray, for him you will 
find no guide to lead him. (18:17) 


(j a aIII jSLlj ja liLlc. ^jjj! 


Not upon you is their guidance, but Allah guides 
whom He wills. (2:272) 

Then Allah shows us how ignorant and foolish they were when 
they demanded a sign to prove to them that what Muhammad 
had brought to them was true. He brought them a great Book 
which falsehood cannot reach, neither from before it or behind 
it, it was greater than all other miracles, for the most eloquent 
of men could not match it or produce ten Surahs, or even one 
Surah like it. 
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... JS LiIjSII ^ Ijljit 1ST JJjt 


Is it not sufficient for them that We have sent down to 
you the Book which is recited to them! 

means, ' is it not sufficient as a sign for them that 
We have sent down to you this great Book which 
tells them about what happened before their 
time, what will happen after they are gone, and 
passes judgement between them. Even though 
you are an unlettered man who can neither read 
nor write, and you have not mixed with any of the 
People of the Book. Yet you brought them news of 
what was said in the first Scriptures showing what 
is right in the matters that they dispute over, and 
bringing clear and obvious truth.' 


As Allah says: 


Ui: 


If Jjoi] f 


Laic. *Lalkj (j! 4 j! 


-LOJjl 


Is it not a sign to them that the learned scholars 
of the Children of Israel knew it (to be true). 
(26:197) 


i. 


^ La < 11 J agjL 








They say: "Why does he not bring us a sign from 
his Lord!" 


Has there not come to them the proof of that 
which is in the former Scriptures. (20:133) 

Imam Ahmad recorded that Abu Hurayrah, may Allah be 
pleased with him, said, 


"The Messenger of Allah said: 

(jxt <5La La UllLlllI ( _ g jaC.f ^3 ill jj^a fLujtll qa La 

lil Jlkjt Lkj Aiyjf jlS LaSlj I Ajt 

■LaU2! ^ajj Utjlj ^aA JjSf 
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There is no Prophet who was not given some 
miracles that would make the people believe in 
him. What I have been given is revelation which 
Allah reveals to me, and I hope that I will have 
the greatest number of followers on the Day of 
Resurrection." 

It was also recorded by Al-Bukhari and Muslim. 

Indeed Allah has said: 

(° ^ f (_es# u! ... 

Verily, herein is mercy and a reminder for a people who 
believe. 

In this Qur'an there is mercy, that is, explanation 
of the truth and removal of falsehood, and a 
reminder to the believers of the punishment that 
is to come to the disbelievers and sinners. 

Then Allah says: 


1 "I aSjJ aIIU 


Say: "Sufficient is Allah for a witness between me and 
you..." 


' He knows best the words of denial that you 
utter, and he knows what I am telling you about 
Him and that He has sent me. If I were telling lies 
about Him, He would have executed His 
vengeance upon me, 1 as Allah says elsewhere: 

jJjjlsVI Lulc. jlj 
(jjjaJLj a!l<s 


(jjj j 3! 4-La W»T-»aI 
^ 4_ic. V 


And if he had forged a false saying 
concerning Us, We surely would have 
seized him by his right hand, and then We 
certainly would have cut off his aorta, and 
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none of you could have withheld Us from 
(punishing) him. (69:44-47) 

' But I am telling the truth in what I say to you 
about Him, so He has supported me with clear 
miracles and definitive evidence.' 

pl^Lajoill ^—3 Ua j 

He knows what is in the heavens and the earth, 
means, nothing is hidden from Him at all. 

( O Y ) Q j jjjUkll i^Ij] jf aIIIj I {JjaljllJ I _pal (_jj ill j 

And those who believe in falsehood, and disbelieve in 
Allah, it is they who are the losers. 

means, on the Day of Resurrection, they will be 
punished for what they did, and will get what they 
justly deserve for rejecting the truth and following 
falsehood, for disbelieving in the Messengers of 
Allah even when there was proof that they were 
telling the truth, and for worshipping false gods 
with no evidence. 

Allah will punish them for all that, for He is All- 
Wise and All-Knowing. 


o £0 

^ » jjgLl 


29:53 And they ask you to hasten on the torment, 
and had it not been for a term appointed, the 
torment would certainly have come to them. And 
surely, it will come upon them suddenly while they 
perceive not! 


PLppal ‘ig /jl j pjl tiljjla 


0 ^0 " 

un 1 


29:54 They ask you to hasten on the torment. And 
verily. Hell, of a surety, will encompass the 
disbelievers. 


66 








0 ''O ** 0-4 f f ''''O'' 

f4±z.J Cjaj <>j 1> M" 1 (4 ■■ '».? (“Ji 

jifc C. 1 jSji LI.jVj 

29:55 On the Day when the torment shall cover 
them from above them and from beneath their feet, 
and it will be said: "Taste what you used to do." 


How the Idolators asked for the Torment to be hastened on 


Allah says: 


L_lljxll ^AuLa JiJ U j] j j 


And they ask you to hasten on the torment, and had it 
not been for a term appointed, the torment would 
certainly have come to them. 

Allah tells us of the ignorance of the idolators and 
how they asked for the punishment of Allah to be 
hastened so that it would befall them quickly. 

This is like the Ayah, 

Ijjlc. jiaxli jA I.1A (jl 1 jlli jlj 

aj| IjjjI j \ f Laliill jj-a a^)l 


And when they said: "O Allah! If this is indeed the 
truth from You, then rain down stones on us from 
the sky or bring on us a painful torment." (8:32) 

And Allah says here: iilj jKtu . n j 

jjAflaJ (And they ask you to hasten on the 
torment, and had it not been for a term 
appointed, the torment would certainly have 
come to them). 

Were it not for the fact that Allah has decreed 
that the punishment should be delayed until the 
Day of Resurrection, the torment would have 
come upon them quickly as they demanded. 
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Then Allah says: 


(oV) U Ajju ... 

(° i) -Oaj^-a] -v liDjiajciuLj 


And surely, it will come upon them suddenly while they 
perceive not! They ask you to hasten on the torment. 
And verily, Hell, of a surety, will encompass the 
disbelievers. 


means, 'they ask you to hasten on the 
punishment, but it will undoubtedly befall them.' 


J a v_li L1« J p. j^Z 


On the Day when the torment (Hellfire) shall cover them 
from above them and from beneath their feet, 


This is like the Ayah, 




Theirs will be a bed of Hell, and over them 
coverings (of Hell-fire). (7:41) 


(jx'J L> (4^ 


They shall have coverings of Fire, above them 
and coverings (of Fire) beneath them. (39:16) 


<jc. Vj jIjII <jc- (jjilL ^ 44 

4*0-4^ 


If only those who disbelieved knew (the time) 
when they will not be able to ward off the Fire 
from their faces, nor from their backs. (21:39) 

The Fire will cover them from all sides, which is more 
effective as a physical punishment. 

(00) Ua I J 

and it will be said: "Taste what you used to do." 
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This is a threat and a rebuke, which is a form of 
psychological punishment, as in the Ayah, 




“9 fJd 


The Day they will be dragged on their faces into 
the Fire (it will be said to them): "Taste you the 
touch of Hell!" 


Verily, We have created all things with a 
measurement. (54:48-49) 

^ lA uJ~A fji 


( _ s j3I jUII 

U« U«jl ^jlc. s-Ijj-u ^ jt 'AjL^al 

UJ 


The Day when they will be pushed down by force 
to the fire of Hell, with a horrible, forceful 
pushing. This is the Fire which you used to deny. 
Is this magic or do you not see! 

Enter you therein (taste you therein its heat) and 
whether you are patient of it or impatient of it, it 
is all the same. You are only being requited for 
what you used to do. (52:13-16) 


(jljll XjuA j J j) 1 jl«U ijjaII Ij«j 

29:56 O My servants who believe! Certainly, 
spacious is My earth. Therefore worship Me. 

—r] A y—I^ ajI (Jx 

29:57 Everyone shall taste death. Then unto Us you 
shall be returned. 
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Ajkll ^ ill -sj 1 jiftC-j 1 jldc. j 

fe* <la4^ ImAi l> lsj-h ^ 

29:58 And those who believe and do righteous good 
deeds, to them We shall surely give lofty dwellings 
in Paradise, beneath which rivers flow, to live 
therein forever. 

Excellent is the reward for the workers. 

29:59 Those who are patient, and put their trust in 
their Lord. 

M'j Wli ^ Vjj a^s v J3i cU j 

29:60 And so many a moving creature carries not 
its own provision! Allah provides for it and for you. 

> j 

And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. 


Advice to migrate and the Promise of Provision and a Goodlyl 


Allah commands His believing servants to migrate from a land 
in which they are not able to establish Islam, to the spacious 
earth of Allah where they can do so, by declaring Allah to be 
One and worshipping Him as He has commanded. 

Allah says: 

(ol) (jjjjc-la AjuoiIj £jl I jlal \jp 1_J 

O My servants who believe! Certainly, spacious is My 
earth. Therefore worship Me. 
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When things became too difficult for the believers in 
Makkah who were in a weak position and were 
oppressed, they left and migrated to Ethiopia, where 
they were able to practice their religion. The Muslims 
found Ethiopia the best place for guest; where Ashamah, 
the Negus or king, may Allah have mercy on him, gave 
them refuge, helped them, supported them, and honored 
them in his land. 

Later, the Messenger of Allah and his remaining 
Companions migrated to Al-Madinah, formerly known as 
Yathrib, may Allah protect it. 

Then Allah says: 

(°V) &IJ 

Everyone shall taste death. Then unto Us you shall be 
returned. 

meaning, 'wherever you are, death with catch up 
with you, so always obey Allah and be where 
Allah commands you to be, for this is better for 
you. Death is inevitable and there is no escape 
from it, and then you will return to Allah, and 
whoever was obedient to Him will have the best 
reward.' 


Allah says: 

Cy* 4j^ 3I (j- 0 Clltajl..all I^Lal (jjjll j 


And those who believe and do righteous good deeds, to 
them We shall surely give lofty dwellings in Paradise, 
underneath which rivers flow, 

meaning, 'We shall cause them to dwell in lofty 
homes in Paradise under which various kinds of 
rivers flow -- water, wine, honey and milk -- 
which they can direct and cause to flow wherever 
they wish.' 

... ^ ... 


to live therein forever. 
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means, they will remain there forever, never 
wanting to leave. 

(®A) jjjLaUJI 

Excellent is the reward for the workers. 

these rooms will be a blessed reward for the good 
deeds of the believers, 


Oi 




Those who are patient, 

in adhering to their religion, who migrated for the 
sake of Allah and fought the enemy, leaving 
behind their families and relatives to seek Allah's 
Face, and hoping for that which is with Him, 
believing His promise. 

Ibn Abi Hatim, may Allah have mercy on him, recorded 
from Abu Mu'aniq Al-Ash'ari that Abu Malik Al-Ash'ari 
told him that the Messenger of Allah told him: 

j i l g jjal m Ia^aOs i_S^g 3 (jl 

Ljlitj Uib-t tUjAli 

^\jj (jjAill! j ‘ y ■all J £jljj 

In Paradise there are rooms whose outside can be 
seen from the inside, and their inside can be seen 
from the outside; Allah has prepared them for 
those 

• who feed others, 

• who speak well, 

• who pray and fast continually, 

• and who stand in prayer at night while 
people are asleep. 


(^) 


& ... 


and put their trust in their Lord. 

in all their affairs, spiritual and worldly alike. 
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Then Allah tells us that provision is not limited only to one 
place, but it is given to all His creatures no matter where they 
are. Indeed, when the IMuhajirin migrated, their provision was 
greater and better than before, because after a short time they 
became rulers in the land, in all regions. 

Allah says: 

1^3 (jy-C' U Ajlj jj-a jjjtSj 

And so many a moving creature carries not its own 
provision! 

meaning, it does not have the ability to gather its 
provision and save it for tomorrow. 


Allah provides for it and for you. 

means, Allah allots its provision to it even though 
it is weak, and makes it easy for it. He sends 
provision to every creature in the appropriate 
manner, even the ants in the depths of the earth, 
the birds in the air and the fish in the sea. 


Allah says: 

jjjxa - _ l^C. 


And no moving creature is there on earth but its 
provision is due from Allah. And He knows its 
dwelling place and its deposit. All is in a Clear 
Book. (11:6) 


(1 ~ jjjtll ^ \Al 111! jAi j... 

And He is the All-Hearer, the All-Knower. 

means, He hears all that His servants say and He 
knows their every movements. 
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j j Cj^gSlljoi (jj3 j 

Jy& Si) j 

29:61 And if you were to ask them: "Who has 
created the heavens and the earth and subjected 
the sun and the moon!" 

jjS-i yu as yja 

They will surely reply: "Allah." 

How then are they deviating! 

aJ j-lijj f.\jub £yal jfyll ^ * >1 .U 

29:62 Allah expands the provision for whom He 
wills of His servants, and straitens it for whom (He 
wills). 

A ^ U 

Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 

llals cXa cJjp Cy* j 

29:63 And if you were to ask them: "Who sends 
down water from the sky, and gives life therewith 
to the earth after its death!" 


aiiyia 

They will surely reply: "Allah." 

OjEu V -(A'JSl -Jj 41 JS 

Say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah!" 
Nay, most of them have no sense. 
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Evidences of Tawhid 


Allah says: 

J3j] j xjoj C!jI jL^joiII 3 ^ 3 a <4^ u^j 

All! (jl Aj j-lijj ajljC. s.UjaJ jjlal 3ajaLLl a3]I 

.(H) 

l^Lsjx pkj jjja Aj Ij^tl ?.Ua »Lajoill (j*a (_fjj (j-a " (JA^J 

(“i r) ' 0j i^ u j* jst °Ja ^ 2*^1 ja m y_ja 


And if you were to ask them: "Who has created the 
heavens and the earth and subjected the sun and the 
moon!" They will surely reply: "Allah." How then are 
they deviating! 

Allah expands the provision for whom He wills of His 
servants, and straitens it for whom (He wills). Verily, 
Allah is the All-Knower of everything. 

And if you were to ask them: "Who sends down water 
from the sky, and gives life therewith to the earth after 
its death!" They will surely reply: "Allah." 

Say: "All the praises and thanks be to Allah!" 

Nay, most of them have no sense. 

Allah states that there is no God but He. 


The idolators who worshipped others besides Him 
recognized that He was the sole creator of the 
heavens and earth, the sun and the moon, 
alternating the night and day. 

They acknowledged that He was the Creator Who 
provided for His servants and decreed how long 
they should live. He made them and their 
provision different, so that some were rich and 
some were poor, and He knew best what was 
suitable for each of them, who deserved to be 
rich and who deserved to be poor. 
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So, Allah stated that He has alone created 
everything, and that He alone is controlling them 
-- if this is how it is, then why worship anyone 
else? 

Why put one's trust in anyone else? 

Since dominion is His Alone, then let worship be 
for Him Alone. 

Allah often establishes His divinity by referring to 
their acknowledgement of His Unique Lordship, 
because the idolators used to acknowledge His 
Lordship, as they said in their Talbiyah (during 
Hajj and Umrah): "At Your service, You have 
no partner, except the partner that You have, and 
You possess him and whatever he has." 


r>Vi 'jin jj LuJj Jji if j Giii t jiJi »i-» Uj 

bj&i 'jSIS J J'i-31 

29:64 And this life of the world is only an 
amusement and a play! Verily, the home of the 
Hereafter — that is the life indeed, if they but knew. 

tiB jjiii y j j, jv. yii j>ssai i jgj isu 

^ iii ja ji 

29:65 And when they embark on a ship, they invoke 
Allah, making their faith pure for Him only, but 
when He brings them safely to land, behold, they 
give a share of their worship to others. 

29:66 So that they become ingrate for that which 
We have given them, and that they take their 
enjoyment, but they will come to know. 
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Allah says: 


... Lj*Jj ^ Hi gfti iiiji ? 3 a u.j 

And this life of the world is only an amusement and a 
play! 

Allah tells us how insignificant and transient this 
world is, and how it will soon end. All that it is, is 
amusement and play: 


... Uj ... 

Verily, the home of the Hereafter -- that is the life 
indeed, 

means, the true everlasting life that will never 
end, but will continue forever and ever. 

(“l i ) jj I jl ... 


if they but knew. 

means, they would prefer that which will last over 
that which will pass away. 

Then Allah says that at times of calamity, the idolators call upon 
Him alone, with no partner or associate, so why do they not do 
that all the time! 


... a! aU! l>3 ^ Ijl£'j 1311 


And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah, 
making their faith pure for Him only, 


This is like the Ayah, 

3- j Lala alii VI (j jC-3j jj-a JjJa ^^3 jjJall ^ 111 j 

. >. jrl jj 3| 


And when harm touches you upon the sea, those 
that you call upon vanish from you except Him 
(Allah Alone). But when He brings you safely to 
land, you turn away. (17:67) 
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Allah says here: 

0°) fA ijj jjlt ePi Ilia... 

but when He brings them safely to land, behold, 
they give a share of their worship to others. 

Muhammad bin Ishaq reported from Ikrimah bin Abi Jahl 
that when the Messenger of Allah conquered Makkah, he 
(Ikrimah) ran away, fleeing from him. When he was on 
the sea, headed for Ethiopia, the ship started to rock and 
the crew said: 

"O people, pray sincerely to your Lord alone, for no one 
can save us from this except Him." 

Ikrimah said: 

"By Allah, if there is none who can save us on the 
sea except Him, then there is none who can save 
us on land except Him either, O Allah, I vow to 
You that if I come out of this, I will go and put my 
hand in the hand of Muhammad and I will find 
him kind and merciful." 

And this is what indeed did happen. 

Allah says: 


i _I 1i] j ■ i l Uaj 


So that they become ingrate for that which We have 
given them, and that they take their enjoyment, but 
they will come to know. 


Lisle- 1 ‘lT»X Ijf 1 

o *0 

29:67 Have they not seen that We have made a 
secure sanctuary, while men are being snatched 
away from all around them! 
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oJJ& aU» jjVi 

Then do they believe in falsehood, and deny the 
graces of Allah! 

i-& jt Lj& a3J! Jc. ^ JJk! 


Of. 




29:68 And who does more wrong than he who 
invents a lie against Allah or denies the truth, when 
it comes to him! 

ls y* ^ 0$ 

Is there not a dwelling in Hell for the disbelievers! 

29:69 As for those who strive hard for Us, We will 
surely guide them to Our paths. 




j ^ Alii y j 

And verily, Allah is with the doers of good. 


The Blessing of the Sanctuary Here 


Allah says: 


qa (JjAjI! i_li-al I jlx7. Ijt Ijjj jJjt 


Have they not seen that We have made a secure 
sanctuary, while men are being snatched away from all 
around them! Then do they believe in falsehood, and 
deny the graces of Allah 

Allah reminds Quraysh how He blessed them by 
granting them access to His sanctuary which He 
has made (open) to (all) men, the dweller in it 
and the visitor from the country are equal there, 
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and whoever enters it is safe, because he is in a 
place of great security, although the Arabs of the 
desert round about used to ambush and raid one 
another and kill one another. 

As Allah says: 


t. ° IjSf 

l f. biuJl A 1 ;l 

y full lAi Ljj 1 jffuB 

For the protection of the Quraysh. The caravans 
to set forth safe in winter and in summer. So let 
them worship the Lord of this House. Who has fed 
them against hunger, and has made them safe 
from fear. (106:1-4) 

(" v) y a 111 y**jj j jj yiaUilLisi 

Then do they believe in falsehood, and deny the graces 
of Allah. 

means, is the thanks that they give for this 
immense blessing to associate others with Him 
and worship others besides Him, idols and rivals 

Alii dLa*j lj£lJ 

Have you not seen those who have changed the 
blessings of Allah into disbelief, and caused their 
people to dwell in the house of destruction! 
(14:28) 

They disbelieved in the Prophet, servant and 
Messenger of Allah , when what they should have 
done was to worship Allah Alone and not 
associate anything with Him, and to believe in, 
honor and respect the Messenger, but they 
rejected him and fought him, and expelled him 
from their midst. So, Allah took His blessing away 
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from them, and killed those of them whom He 
killed at Badr, then His Messenger and the 
believers gained the upper hand, and Allah 
enabled His Messenger to conquer Makkah, and 
He disgraced them and humiliated them (the 
disbelievers). 

Then Allah says: 

Cal (jklb i_ ijS jt 1335 411 (_$ jiisl (42ai Cyj 

And who does more wrong than he who invents a lie 

against Allah or denies the truth, when it comes to him! 

There is no one who will be more severely 
punished than one who tells lies about Allah and 
says that Allah revealed something to him at the 
time when Allah did not reveal anything to him, 
or says, 'I shall reveal something like that which 
Allah revealed.' 

And there is no one who will be more severely 
punished than one who denies the truth when it 
comes to him, for the former is a fabricator and 
the latter is a disbeliever. 

Allah says: 

0 A ) jjjalSS (_>4$ ... 

Is there not a dwelling in Hell for the disbelievers! 

Then Allah says: 


... ILa Ij^Alk 


As for those who strive hard for Us, 

meaning the Messenger and his Companions and 
those who follow him, until the Day of 
Resurrection, 


ljl±ul ... 


We will surely guide them to Our paths. 
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means, 'We will help them to follow Our path in 
this world and the Hereafter. 1 

Ibn Abi Hatim narrated that Abbas Al-Hamdani Abu 
Ahmad -- one of the people of Akka (Palestine) -- said, 
concerning the Ayah: 

j-ij.iia. oil ( *_a3 aIII jjl j ljl±m liia I 

As for those who strive hard for Us (in Our cause), We 
will surely guide them to Our paths. And verily, Allah is 
with the doers of good. 

"Those who act upon what they know, Allah will 
guide them to that which they do not know." 

Ahmad bin Abu Al-Hawari said, 

"I told this to Abu Sulayman Ad-Darani, and he 
liked it and said: 'No one who is inspired to do 
something good should do it until he hears a 
report concerning that; if he hears a report then 
he should go ahead and do it, and praise Allah 
because it was in accordance with what he 
himself felt.’" 
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And verily, Allah is with the doers of good. 

Ibn Abi Hatim recorded that Ash-Sha' bi said; 

"Isa bin Maryam, peace be upon him, said: 

' Righteousness means doing good to 
those who ill-treat you, it does not mean 
doing good to those who do good to you.'" 

And Allah knows best. 

This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah AI-'Ankabut. All praise 
and thanks are due to Allah. 
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